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CLAIM A ft/1 FNn\yfT?Xfpc; 

1 . (Currently Amended) A process for removing an aqueous sluny suspension 
comprising a blast medium and coating substance residues, produced when cleaning 
surlaccs having a corrosion protection coating on the surfaces.which co mpriscs 
I hc steps of - 

a) suctioning the aqueous slurry suspension comprising a blast medium and 
coaling substance residues into a receiving tank by an air feed; 

b) diluting the suspension with water under vacuum in the receiving tank; 

c) feeding the diluted suspension by means of a pump into a settling tank! 

*) d) separating a seMs solid materials portion of the suspension from the water 

by sedimentation, and 

e) recycling the separated water, 

wherein the .suctioning of the aqueous sluny suspension into the receiving tank is 
conducted with a vacuum, wherein a pressure ratio of outside pressure to 
receiving tank pressure is 1 :0.52 or more, whereby the aqueous suspension is 
diluted to a solid materials proportion of a maximum of about 10% hy volume, 
and wherein the diluted suspension is fed continuously to the settling tank and 
Overcomes a height differential of at least about 5 meters. 

2. (Original) The process accordmg to claim 1 in which the pump utilized in step c) is a 
centrifugal pump or diaphragm pump. 

3. (Original) Process according to claim 1 in which the suspension in step b) is diluted 
with Water to a solid materials proportion of about 5% by volume. 

4. (Original) The process according to claim 2 in which the suspension in step b) is 
diluted with water to a solid materials proportion of about 5% by volume. 
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•V (Origin^ The process according to claim 1 in which the continuous feeding in step c) 
overcomes a height differential of about 30 meters or more. 

6. (Original) The process according to claims 2 in which the continuous feeding in step c) 
overcomes a height differential of about 30 meters or more. 

7. (Original) The process according to Cairns 3 in which the continuous feeding in step 
c) overcomes a height differential of about 30 meters or more. 

8. (Origi nal) The process according to claim 1 in which the pumping of step c) is 
accomplished in a multistage manner. 

9. (Original) The process accusing to claim 2 in which the pumping of step c) is 
accomplished in a multistage manner. 

1 0. (Original) The process according to claim 3 in which the pumping of step c) is 
accomplished in a multistage manner. 

1 1 . (Original) The process according to claim 4 in which the pumping of step c) is 
accomplished in a multistage manner, 

12. (Original) The process according to claim 5 in which the pumping of step c) is 
accomplished in a multistage manner. 



13. (Original) The (>. veess according to claim (5 in which the pumping of step c) is 
accomplished in a multistage manner. 

14. (Original) The process according to claim 7 in which the pumping of step c) is 
accomplished in a multistage manner. 
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^(Origin.,, n roMSS aMordins l0 c|a , m , wMch ^ 

watc to a ao.id propor , ion of ^ abou , 3% , o abom w 

at^ba "T aCCOrdi " S '° *" ' " - ' — " 

at least 0.5 bar will respect to atmospheric pressure. 

(Original, Proee,, accenting „ claim , „ which fc fc 

3 '" aKrialS »"*«*■ *bou, ,0% ,„ abou, 40 N by voturee. 

I». (Current Amended) A process for removing an aqueous slurry suspe „ sio „ 
comprise a bias, medium ami coating aubsranee residue, wnen ' 

surface, having a corrosion protection coating on rbe surface pro^ comprfe 

the strp s nf- 

a) suctioning the aqueous slurry suspension comprising a blast medium and 
coating substance residues into a receiving tank by an air feed, with a diaphragm 
pump of about 6 bar and a hose of about 40 meters; 

b) diluting the suspension with water under vacuum in the receiving tank; 

c) feeding the diluted suspension by means of a pump into a settling tank, 

e) dj separating a solids sgjid materials portion of the suspension from the water 

by sedimentation, and 

e) recycling the separ ated water, 
wherein the suctioning oflhe aqueous slurry suspension into the receiving tank is 
conducted with a vacuum, wherein a pressure ratio of outside pressure io receiving tank 
pressure is 1 :0.52 or more, whereby the aqueous suspension is diluted to a solid materials 
proportion of a maximum of about 10% by volume, and wherein the diluted suspension is 
fed continuously to the settling tank overcomes a height differential of about 30 meters. 

1 9. (Withdrawn) An apparatus for removing an aqueous slurry suspension, comprising a 
blast medium and coating substance residues, produced when cleaning surfaces having a 
corrosion protection coating on the surfaces which comprises: 
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a) a device for suctioning the aqueous slurry suspension apprising a blast 
meduim and coaling substance residues into a receiving tank bv an air feed- 

b) a device for diluting the suspension with, water; 

c) a device for feeding the diluted suspension by means of a P u mp into a settling 



tank, 



0 a device tor separating a solids materials portion of the suspension from the 

water by sedimentation, and 

c) a device fur recycling the separated water, 

wherein the device for suctioning of the aqueous slurry suspension into the 
receiving Umk is comprises a vacuum generator which generates a pressure ratio 
of outside pressure to receiving tonk pressure of 1 :0.52 or more, and wherein the 
aqueous suspension is diluted to a solid materials proportion of a maximum of 
about 10% by volume, and wherein the diluted suspension is capable of being fed 
continuously to the settling tank and capable of overcoming a height differential 
ofat least about 5 meters. 



20. (Withdrawn) The apparatus according to claim 19 wherein the pump is a centrifugal 
pump or diaphragm pump. 

2 1 (Withdrawn) The apparatus according to claim 19 wherein the pump comprises a 
plurality of pumping stages. 
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